para 38) as the market town ofScythia. According to the*
same work (para 39) Barbaricum used to import among other
things 'coral'. A place famous for corals is least expected to
import coral So it can safely be conjectured that Kautilya's
Alakanda was not in India proper* We need not take seriously
into account the testimony of the commentator of Kautilyawho
certainly lived long after the comopsition of the Arthdfastra,
when Alasamda near Sindhu was a thriving sea-port. It is just
possible that Kautilya has referred to the celebrated Alexandria
of Egypt which definitely had established commercial inter*
course with India soon after its foundation by Alexander Jn the
third quarter of the 4th century B.C. The celebrated Yavana
king of India Menander, according to the Milindapanha(l\\.
4.33), was born at Alasamda, which according to it was
situated at a distance of 200 Yojanas from Sakala i.e. Sialkot.
The Yojana of Pali texts is generally taken to be equal
to 4J English miles* So it is not improbable that the author
of the Milindapanha has in mind barbaricum of the Periplus,
which according to him was the birthplace of that great king.
It is also probable that this Alasanda is mentioned in a passage
of the Mahavamsa (Geiger's translation, p. 194).
As regards Mulasthana (p. 270) Cunningham is not correct
when he says that the famous temple of the sun-god of this
place was destroyed by Aurangzeb ; it was actually destroyed
according to Al-BlruuI (Ch. XI) who wrote his famous work in
1030 A.D.; by a Karamathian Muslim general called Jalam Ibn
Shaiban in the last quarter of the 10th century A.D. This famous
firtha of Surya is referred in the Bhavisya, Varaha, and Samba
Puranas as situated on the bank of the Candrabhaga river.
The Jain poet Hariseija who composed his Bfhatkathakosa in
931 A.D,, refers to this temple of Mulasthana (98,110). After
this no Indian work, for obvious reasons, has mentioned this
celebrated temple.
The present writer in a paper on the Jain Harivasma (pub-
lished in Religion and Culture of the Jains, ed. D.C Sircar)
written by Jinasena II in 783 A.D., bad drawn attention of
scholars to the only Indian literary reference to the city of